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GREAT  SALT  LAKE  VALLEY, 

TO  THE  SAINTS  SCATTERED  THROUGHOUT  THE  EARTH.' 

Beloved  Brethren  : — 
Since  our  communication  of  April,  many  events  interesting  in  their  na- 
ture, as  relating  to  the  progress  of  truth,  and  the  happiness  of  the  faithful, 
have  transpired,  and  we  improve  the  earliest  moment  to  write  of  the 
same,  that  the  hearts  of  all  may  be  united  with  us  in  piaise  to  Israel's 
God  fo;  the  fulfillment  of  his  promises  a. id  of  the  prophecies  in  these  last 
days. 

On  the  12th.  of  April,  Elder  Amasa  Lyman  left  this  place  in  company 
with  several  brethren  for  Western  California,  carrying  our  former  epistle  ; 
and  Capt.  Allen  Compton  started  with  a  mail  containing  the  same,  for 
the  States,  two  days  after,  and  although  the  snow  was  unusually  deep, 
and  had  been  long  considered  impassible,  we  are  happy  in  having.learned, 
that  Br.  Compton  and  the  little  band  of  brethren  accompanying  him, 
arrived  safe  ia  Ka.iesville  after  a  speedy  a  id  toilsome  journey.     <  . 

The  heat  of  summer,  began  to  be  exhibited  at  midday  about  the  mid- 
dle of  April,  which  rapidly  dispersed  the  snow  upon  the  mountains  ; — 
though  more  or  less  continues  in  sight  of  our  beautiful  valley,  perpetual- 
ly ;  and  the  weather  continued  variable  until  the  23d.  of  May,  when  it 
was  very  severe,  accompanied  by  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  and  was  followed 
the  succeeding  day,  by  a  severe  frrst  ;  since  which  time,  the  weather 
lias  been  mild  and  warmj  generally,  with  occasional  slight  frosts 
in  the  valley  every  month,  and  almost  every  week,  until  •  the  last, 
when  two  or  three  successive  and  severe  frosts  put  an  end  to  veget- 
ation generally.  ;  . 

The  NauVoo  Legion  has  been  rc-organized  in  the  valley,  and  it  would 
have  been  a  source  of  joy  to  the  Saints  throughout  the  earth,  could  they 
have  witnessed  its  movement?,  on  the  day  of  its  groat  parade  ;  to  sre  a 
whole  army  of  mighty  men  in  martial  array,  ground  their  arms ;  not  by 
command  but  simply  by  request,  repair  to  the  temple  block,  and  with  pick 
and  spade  open  the  foundatiOii  for  a  place  of  worship,  and  erect  the* 
pilasters,  beams  arid  roof,  so  that  we  now  have  a  commodious  edifice  100 
by  60  feet,  With  brick  walls,  where  we  assemble  with  the  Saints  from 
Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  and  almost  every  evening  in  the  week,  to  tech, 
counsel  and  devise  ways' and  means  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God  ;  and  we  feel  thankful  that  we  have  a  better  house  or  bowery  for. 
public  worship  the  coming  winter,  than  wc  have  heretofore  had  any  win- 
ter in  this  dispensation. 
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The  inhabitants  of  tins  great  Basin  have  instituted  a  provisional 
state  government,  adopted  a  constitution,  elected  officers,  and  we  antici- 
pate that,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  we  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  free  and  independent  like  our  sister  States.  Our  city  lies  near 
the  Great  Salt  Lake,  which  borders  oai  the  west  on  an  extensive  desert 
which  runs  through  the  Basin  from  north  to  south.  We  call  our  new 
state,  Dcseret. 

A  number  of  the  brethren  left  here  in  May  and  established  a  ferry  on 
(he  Upper  Platte  during  the  high  water  ;  and  another  company  opened 
a  ferry  at  each  crossing  of  Green  river.  Both  companies  have  returned 
in  safety ;  and  we  anticipate  the  same  ferries  will  be  re-opened  in  season 
for  the  emigration  next  spring. 

The  24th.  of  July  was.  a  day  long  b  be  remembered  by  all  present  in 
tins  valley,  and  ail  faints  who  shall  learn  of  our  celebration ;  as  the  an- 
niversary of  the  arrival  of  the  Pioneers,  two  years  previous.  To  be- 
hold twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  feet  of  tables,  filling  the  bowery,  and  all 
adjoining  grounds,  loaded  with  all  the  luxuries  of  the  field  and  gardens, 
and  nearly  all  the  varieties  that  any  vegetable  market  in  the  world 
could  produce;  and  to  see  the  seats  around  those  tables  filled  and  re-filled 
by  a  people  who  had  been  deprived  of  those  luxuries  for  years  by  the 
cruel  hand  of  oppression,  and  freely  offering  seats  to  every  stranger  with- 
in their  borders,  and  this  too,  in  the  valley  of  the  mountains,  a  thousand 
miles  from  civilization,  where  two  years  before,  naught  was  to  be  found 
save  the  wild  root  of  the  prairie,  and  the  mountain  cricket,  was  a  theme 
of  unbounded  thanksgiving  and  praise  to  the  giver  of  all  good,  as  the 
dawning  of  a  day  when  the  children  of  the  Kingdom,  can  sit  under  their 
own  vines  and  fig-trees,  and  inhabit  their  own  houses,  having  none  tc 
make  them  afraid.  May  the  time  be  hastened  when  scattered  Israel  may 
partake  of  such  like  banquets  from  the  gardens  of  Joseph. 

Thousands  of  emigrants  from  the  States  to  the  Gold  Mines  have  pass- 
ed through  our 'city  this  season,  leaving  large  quantities  of  domestic  clo-' 
thing,  waggons  &c,  in  exchange  for  horses  and  mules,  which  exchange 
has  been  a  mutual  blessing  to  both  parties. 

The  Elders,  who  received  appointments  for  foreign  missions  last  spring, 
were  generally  detained  in  the  valley  to  raise  grain  and  locate  their  fami- 
lies, until  recently;  when  Eld.  Addison  Pratt,  started  on  his  return  mission 
to  the  Society  Islands  accompanied  by  Elders  James  Brown  and  Hiram 
H.  Blackwell.  Elder  Charles  C.  Rich  left  on  the  8th.  inst.,  to  join  El- 
der Amasa  Lyman  in  the  Presidency  of  Western  California. 

Elder  Orson  Spencer  arrived  from  England  on  the  23d.  inst.,  in  good 
health,  welcomed  by  many  friends,having  travelled  from  the  States  with 
a  company  of  Saints,  in  connection  with  a  large  quantity  of  merchan- 
dize now  open  in  this  place,  by  merchants  from  St.  Louis;  and  several 
others  who  started  with  goods  for  the  mines,  have  left  them  in  this  place 
this  season. 

Elder  Dan  Jones  from  Wales  is  within  a  few  days  travel,  accompanied 
by  a  portion  of  the  Welsh  brethren:  and  the  remaiudcr  are  located  on  Pot- 
tawatomie lands. 

Elders  Geo.  A.  Smith  and  F./.ra  T.  Benson  arc. in  the  same  vicinity 
with  Dan  Jones,  accompanied  by  their  families,  and  large  companies  of 
Saints  from  whom  we  received  an  express  five  days  since,  which  left 
them  in  universal  health  and  prosperity.  They  will  probably  be  here  in 
two  weoks.    We  have  sent  teams  to  help  them  on  their  journey. 

The  direct  emigration  of  the  Saints  to  this  place  will  be  some  five  or 
six  hundred  wagons  this  season,  besides  many  vrhocamo  in  search  ofirold, 
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have  heard  the  Gospel  for  the  first  time  and  will  go  no  further,  having 
believed,  and  been  baptized. 

Sept.  2Sth.,  fourteen  or  fifteen  of  the  brethren  arrived  from  the 
gold  country  ;  some  of  whom  were  very  comfortably  supplied  with  the 
precious  metal,  and  others,  who  had  been  sick  came  as  destitute  as  they 
went  on  the  ship  Brooklyn  in  1846.  That  there  is  plenty  of  gold  in 
Western  California  is  beyond  doubt,  but  the  valley  of  the  Sacramento  is 
an  unhealthy  place,  and  the  Saints  can  be  better  employed  in  raising 
grain,  and  building  houses  in  this  vicinity,  than  digging  for  gold  in  the 
Sacramento,  unless  they  are  counselled  so  to  do.  The  true  use  of  gold 
is  for  paving  streets,  covering  houses  and  making  culinary  dishes,  and 
when  the  Saints  shall  have  preached  the  Gospel,  raised  grain  and  built 
up  cities  enough :  the  Lord  will  open  up  the  way  for  a  supply  of  gold  to 
the  perfect  satisfaction  of  his  people  ;  until  then,  let  them  not  be  over 
anxious,  for  the  treasures  of  the  earth  are  in  the  Lord's  store  house,  and 

lie  will  open  the  doors  thereof,  when  mi  where  ho  plma&i  . 

The  grain  crops  in  the  valley  have  been  good  this  season;  Wheat,  Bar- 
Icy,  Oats,  Rye  and  Peas,  more  particularly.  The  late  Corn  and  Buck- 
Whcat,and  some  lesser  grains  and  vegetables,  have  been  materially  injur- 
ed by  the  recent  frosts;  and  some  early  corn  at  Brownsville,  forty  miles 
north, a  month  since:  and  the  buckwheat  was  severely  damaged  by  hail,  at 
the  Utah  settlement,  sixty  miles  South  about  three  weeks  since ;  but  we 
have  great  occasion  for  thanksgiving  to  him  who  giveth  the  increase,  that 
he  has  blest  our  labors,  so  that  with  prudence,  we  shall  have  a  comfortable 
supply  for  ourselves,  and  our  brethren  on  the  way,  who  may  be  in  need, 
until  another  harvest  ;  but  we  feel  the  need  of  more  labourers,  for  more 
efficient  help,  and  multiplied  means  of  farming  and  building  at  this  place. 
We  want  men ;  brethren  come,  from  the  States,  from  the  nations  come  ! 
and  help  us  build,  and  grow,  until  we  can  say  enough,  the  valleys  of 
Ephraim  are  full.  -  ' 

Any  of  the  brethren,  master  workmen  in  cotton  or  woollen  factories, 
who  will  come  on  with  their  means,  machinery,  and  hands  to  work  it, 
will  meet  a  warm  reception,  and  have  every  possible  facility  rendered 
them  to  prosecute  their  business,  for  we  need  such  establishments  in  our 

midst.  ,1 

The  Bowery  was  crowded  at  the  6th.  of  Oct.  Conference,  so  that  the 
cry  was  "our  place  is  not  large  enough,"  a  sweet  and  heavenly  influence  : 
prevailed;  and  much  important' business  was  transacted;  as  may  be  seen 
more  particularly  by  the  minutes,  accompanying  this. 

It  was  decided  to  locate  a  town  or  city  at  Brownsville,  and  also  at 
Utah,  near  the  settlements  now  existing,  the  Presidency  having  previ- 
ously visited  those  places,  and  selected  sites. 

Early  in  the  fall  we  sent  messengers  to  Sandpitch  valley,  who  selected 
n  place  for  a  settlement,  about  200  miles  south  of  this,  and  we  expect 
t  hat  from  50  to  100  families  will  start  for  that  place  in  a  few  days.  They 
also  discovered  a  plentiful  supply  of  good  rock,  or  mountain  salt,  toward 
the  contemplated  settlement. 

The  walls  of  our  Council  house  arc  nearly  completed.  The  baths 
at  the  warm  spring  house,  are  in  progress,  and  the  foundation  is  laid  and 
Wick  prepared,  for  an  extensive  store  house;  and  granary;  and  no  exer- 
tions are  wanting  on  our  part  to  push  forward  the  public  works,  as  fast  as 
tithing  and  means  are  put  in  our  hands;  and. we  are  happy  to  say  that  an 
nereasing  spirit  of  liberality  and  faithfulness  is  daily  manifest  among  the 

Saints.  *  . 

one  month  sine*  we  S'tegcsterl  the  propriety  of  creating  a  per- 
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jpetual  Fund  for  the  purpose  of  helping  the  poor  saints  to  emigrate  to  this 
place,  agreeably  to  cur  covenants  in  the  Tt  mjle  that  \\c  would  "never 
cease  our  exeitier.s,  ly  all  the  neai  s  si  d  ii  f. i  ei  ce  u  ithir.  cur  iccch,  till 
all  the  saints  who  were  obliged  to  leave  Nauvco  should  be  located  at 
some  gathering  place  of  the  saints."  The  Council  approved  the  sug- 
gestion, and  a  committee  was  immediately  appointed  to  raise  a  fund  by 
voluntary  contribution  to  be  forwarded  east  next  mail.  The  Oct.  con- 
ference sanctioned  the  doings  of  the  committee,  and  appointed  Brother 
Edward  Hunter,  a  tried,  faithful,  and  approved  Bishop,  a  general  agent  to 
bear  the  perpetual  emigrating  funds  to  the  states,  to  superintend  the 
direction  and  appropriation  thereof  and  return  the  same  to  this  place 
with  such  poor  brethren,  as  shall  be  wisdom  to  help. 

Wi  wish  all  io  iHidofsiatid,  that  this  fund,  i?  Pewitf^  and  is  nev§  tp 

be  diverted  from  the  object  of  gathering  the  poor  to  25ioil  while  there  are 
saints  to  be  gathered,  unless  He  whose  right  it  is  to  rule  shall  otherwise 
command.  Therefore  we  call  upon  President  Orson  Hyde  and  all  saints, 
and  all  benevolent  souls  everywhere,  to  unite  their  gold,  their  silver, 
and  their  cattle,  with  ours  in  this  perpetual  fund,  and  co-operate  with 
Bishop  Hunter  in  producing  as  many  teams  as  possible  preparatory  for 
next  spring's  emigration,  and  let  the  peer  who  are  to  be  helrcd,  go  to 
work  with  their  mights  and  prepare  waggons  of  wood  for  their  journey. 
Such  waggons,  without  any  iron,  now  exist  in  this  valley,  that  have  come 
from  the  states,  having  done  good  business;  and  so  great  has  been  the  in- 
flux of  waggons  this  season,  that  they  are  cheap,  and  iron  comparatively 
plenty. 

This  perpetual  fund  is  to  be  under  the  special  direction  of  the  Presiden- 
cy at  all  times,  and  as  soon  as  Bishop  Hunter  shall  return  with  the  same 
and  his  freight  of  sai  its  to  this  pi  ice,  the  cattle  and  teams  will  be  dispos- 
ed of  to  t*i  3  bost  a  Ivxitige,  and  the  avails,  with  all  we  can  add  to  it,  will 
be  S3  it  forth  immediately  on  another  mission  and  we  want  you  all  pre- 
pared to  meet  it,  and  add  to  it  and  so  -would  we  continue  to  increase  it 
from  year  to  year,  until,  when  a  "nation  is  born  in  a  day"  they  can  be  re- 
moved the  next,  if  the  Lord  will.  Therefore  ye  poor  and  meek  of  the 
earth,  lift  up  your  heals  and  rejoice  in  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  for  your  re- 
demption dr  iweth  nigh:  b  it  in  your  rejoicings  be  patient,  for  though  your 
turn  to  emigrate  may  not  be  the  fust  year,  or  even  the  second,  it  will 
come,  aid  its  tirryings  will  be  short,  if  all  the  saints  who  have,  will  be  as 
liberal  as  those  in  the  valley. 

All  the  apostles  now  in  the  valley,  have  had  missions  assigned  them. 
Eld.  John  Taylor,  accompanied  by  Curtis  E.  Bolton  and  John  Pack,  goes 
to  France:  El  ler  Lorenzo  Snow  to  Italy,  pecompained  by  J(  snph  To- 
ronto: Eld.  Erastus  Snow  to  Denmark,  acoomianied  l  y  Fetor  Famen, 
and  will  stxrt  in  about  a  week  passing  through  the  States.  Elder  Franklin 
I).  Ric'nr  Is.  accompaioe  l  by  John  S.  Higbce,  George  B.  Wallace,  Job 
Smith,  II.  \V.  Church,  Joseph  W.  Johnson,  Joseph  W.  Younc,  &  Jacob 
Gates,  will  go  with  the  mission  to  England,  to  co-opernto  with  rresident 
O/sou  Prrtt.  Elder  |Jctih  Fors-gr^on  wi  1  go  out  at  the  same  time  on  a 
mission  to  S  weden.  Fcr  wise  ]  mioses.  Elder  P.  P.  Pratt's  mission  to  the 
Western  Islands,  will  be  defered  until  spring. 

Elder  Orson  Pratt  is  doing  a  great  work  in  England,  ard  the  cause  of 
truth  is  advancing  rapidly  in  all  her  h^me  dominions,  and  the  rejoicc- 
ing  of  the  Saints  there,  causes  Satan  to  howl,  for  he  is  cr  mpclled  to  be 
subject  to  the  power  of  the  highest.  Elder  WeednuT  is  locntodat  Cam- 
bridge Port,  Massachusetts,  and  has  been  comforting  and  instructing  the 
Stilts  in  Canada  a;jd  the  Eastern  States  the  past  year.    If  Elder  Weed- 
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ruff  now,  will  gather  up  all  the  Saints  in  his  vicinity  and  come  with  them 
to  this  place,  he  will  do  a  great  work,  and  will  be  opening  the  way  for  a 
visit  to  those  nations  who  have  both  eyes  and  ears,  and  are  crying  to  the 
El  lers  of  Israel,  come,  tell  us  of  the  things  of  God  for  we  have  heard  that 
God  is  with  you. 

By  the  late  arrival  of  our  brethren  from  the  west,  we  learn  that  they 
were  attacked  on  the  way  by  the  Snake  Indians,  and  that  a  company  of 
emigrants  going  west  had  shared  the  same  fate.  These  attacks  from  a 
hitherto  peaceful  tribe,  have  doubtless  arisen  from  an  early  company  of 
emigrants  that  passed  through  this  place  from  the  states  to  the  mines, 
having  shot  two  or  three  s  juaws,  and  stclen  their  horses  about  150  miles 
north  west  of  this.  It  is  much  to  be  regreted  that  such  a  band  of  desper- 
adoes and  murderers  should  roam  at  large,  exciting  the  ignorant  Indian  to 
retaliation  and  revenge  on  our  people,  and  thousands  of  honorable  men 
from  the  states,  who  are,  and  will  be  passing  to  western  California 
through  the  sanitf  country'  aiid  we  fflak@  ihm  9hmYi\lWV.h  that  snch 
men  may  be  on  their  guard  for  their  safety,  and  at  the  same  time  by  every 
honorable  means  endeavor  to  do  away  from  the  Indians  the  piejudico 
which  a  few  wicked  men  have  created. 

Many  of  the  western  emigrants  were  met  by  our  Brethren  on  this  side 
of  the  Sierra  Nevada  mountains,  and  frcm  the  lew  condition  of  their  teams, 
the  scarcity  of  grass,  the  lateness  of  the  season,  the  great  amount  of  old 
snow  on  the  mountains  and  the  prospect  of  new,  they  thought  more  than 
probable  that  many  would  not  be  able  to  reach  the  mountain  heights  this 
season,  and  many  had  thrown  away  their  provisions,  save  enough  to  last 
them  through,  also  their  clothing  and  other  things  to  make  their  passage 
as  light  as  possible,  all  of  which  will  make  their  situation  more  distressing 
should  they  be  obliged  to  winter  in  the  mountains. 

Brother  Parley  P.  Pratt  is  opening  a  new  road  through  the  range  of 
mountains,  from  the  Weber  to  this  place,  which  is  already  so  far  advanc- 
ed that  this  fall's  emigration  will  pass  over  it.  This  road  will  be  accom- 
plished at  a  great  expense,  and  will  be  a  great  blessing  to  the  emigrating 
Brethren,  and  together  with  bridges  in  the  valley,  ever  the  Weber  and 
Ogden  fork,  all  of  which  we  expect  wi  1  be  completed  before  the  next  em- 
igrating season,  will  shorten  the  distance  and  greatly  facilitate  the  pro- 
gress of  travellers. 

The  health  of  the  saints  in  the  valley,  is  gocd,  and  it  is  so  seldom  that 
any  on?  dies,  we  scar:e  recollect  when  such  an  event  last  occurred. 

Eacli  member  of  the  Quorum  of  the  Twelve  Apostles  is  an  agent  to 
collect  tithing,  and  donations  for  the  Peiretual  Fund  for  the  emigration 
of  the  poor  saints,  and  all  such  collections  or  funds  will  be  continually 
subject  to  our  order,  and  all  our  agents  in  Europe  will  remit  all  such 
funds,  to  our  office  in  Liverpool  every  safe  opportunity;  and  Elder  Orson 
Hyde  will  receive  donations  in  the  states  on  deposit,  for  the  perpetual 
fund,  after  our  agent  leaves  that  place  in  the  spring. 

While  Kingdoms,  and  Gr  vernments  and  thrones,  arc  falling  and  rising;, 
revolutions  succeeding  revolutions;  and  the  nations  cf  the  earth  arc  over- 
turning; while  plague,  pestilence  and  famine,  are  walking  abroad;  and- 
whirlwind,  fire,  and  earth  qnakc,  proclaim  the  truth  of  prophecy,  let 
the  saints  be  faithful,  and  diligent  in  every  duty,and  especially  in  striving 
to  stand  in  chosen  places,  that  they  may  watch  the  coming  of  the  Holy 
One  of  Israel.  We  remain  your  brothers  in  the  new  Covenant. 
Great  Salt  Lake  City,  Deseret.  }  Brigham  Young. 

Oct.  12th.  1849.  £  Heber  C.  Kkxbali* 

)  WlUMRD  RjCUARDS, 
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Great  Salt  Luke  Qity.  Oct..,  16th.  1849. 
1?  re's  id  n  NT  Orson  Hfun'. 

Bkroved  Brother;  The  Lord  has  Leon  devising,  or  rather  making 
manifest,  ways  and  means  to  facilitate  the  gathering  'of1  his  Saints  in 
these  last  days:  and  we  lose  no  time  in  cheering  your  heart  with  the  inteli 
gence,  and  offering  such  suggestions  as  may  be  wisdom  for  you  to  follow, 
in  helping  to  roll  on  the  glorious  work  of  gathering  Israel, 

The  saints  are  prospering  in  this  valley,  which  is  a  very  natural  result 
tif  their  good  endeavors  to  jreep  the  commandments  and  work  righteous- 
ness. The  desire  of  the  brethren  to  sec  Zion  built  up,  is  constantly  in- 
creasing ;  and  their  labors  are  tending  more  and  more  to  this  one,  great 
object.  Of  our  proceedings,  the  circumstances  of  the  saints,  and  things  ' 
in  general  ill  this  pegjlhn,  v«n  will  soon  )<--m\  by  r,ur  late  epistle;  and  we 
write  you  more  particularly  at  this  time,  concerning  the  gathering 
and  the  mission  of  our  general  agent,  for  the  Perpetual  Emigrating; 
Fund,  for  the  coming  year,  Bishop,  Edward  Hunter,  who  will  soon  be 
with  you,  bearing  the  funds  already  raised  in  this  place;  und,  wc  will 
here  state  our  instructions  to  Bishop  Hunter,  so  that  you  may  the  more 
fully  comprehend  our  designs. 

In  the  first  place,  this  Fund  has  been  raised  by  voluntary  donations, 
and  is  to  be  continued  by  the  same  process,  and  by  so  managing,  as  to 
preserve  the  same,  and  cause  them  to  multiply. 

•  Bishop  Hunter  is  instructed  to  go  direct  to  Kanesville,  and  confer  with 
the  general  authorities  of  the  church  at  that  place;  and  by  all  means  with- 
in his  reach,  procure  every  information,  so  as  to  make  the  most  judicious 
application  of  the  funds,in  the  purchase  of  young  oxen,and  cows,  that  can 
be  worked  effectually  to  the  valley,  and  that  will  be  capable  of  improve- 
ing  and  selling,  after  their  arrival,  so  as  to  continue  the  funds  the  follow- 
ing year. 

We  will  give  early  information,  to  those  whom  we  have  directed  to 
be  helped,  and  such  others  as  he  shall  deem  wisdom,  being  aided  in  his 
judgment  by  the  authorities  among  you,  so  that  they  may  be  preparing 
their  waggons,  &c.,  for  the  journey. 

Waggons  are  so  plenty  here,  that  it  is  very  desirable  not  to  purchase 
with  the  perpetual  fund:  but,  let  those,  to  be  assisted,  make  waggons  of 
wood,  when  they  cannot  get  Iron,  such  as  will  be  strong  and  safe  to 
bring  them  here,  so  that  all  the  funds  may  be  appropriated  to  the  pur- 
chase of  such  things  as  will  improve  in  value,  by  being  transfercd  to  this 
plnce.  • 

The  poor  can  live  without  the  luxuries  of  life,  on  the  road,  and  in  the 
valley,  as  well  as  in  Pottawatomie,and  other  places;  and  those  who  have 
means  to  purchase  luxuries  have  monies  to  procure  an  outfit  of  their 
own,  and  need  no  help,  therefore  let  such  as  are  helped,  receive  as  little 
assistance  in  food  and  clothing,  and  waggons,  &c.  as  can  possiblyjmakc 
them  comfortable  to  this  place,  and  when  they  arrive,  they  ran  go  to 
work  and  get  their  outfit,  of  all  things  necessary  for  comfort  and  conven- 
ience, better  then  where  they  are,  and  even  luxuries. 

As  early  in  the  spring  as  it  will  possibly  do,  on  account  of  feed  for  cat- 
tle, Br.  Hunter  will  gather  all  his  company,  organize  them  in  the  usu- 
al ord»?r,  and  preside  over  the  camp,  traveling  .with  the  same  to  this 
place;  having  previously  procured  the  best  teamsters  possible,  such  as 
are  accustomed  to  driving,  and"  will  be  gentle,  kind,  and  attentive  to 
their  teams. 

When  the  saints  thus  helped  arrive  here,  thry  will  give  their  obligation 
o  the  Church  t<>  refund.  f<>  the  amount  pf'WhnHney  hatfe  received,  as 


('<■) 

soon  as  their  circumstances  will  permit;  and  labour  will  be  furnished!  to 
such  as  wish,  on  the  public  works,  and  good  pay;  and  as  fast  as  'they  can" 
procure  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  a  surplus,  that  surplus  will  be  ap- 
plied to  liquidating  their  debt,  and  therby  increasing  the  Perpetual 
Fund. 

By  this  it  will  readily  be  discovered,  that  the  Funds  arc  to  be  appropri- 
ated in  the  form  of  a  loan,  rather  than  a  gift  ;  and  this  will  make  the  hon- 
est in  heart  rejoice,  for  they  love  to  labor,  and  be  independant  by  their 
labor,  and  not  live  on  the  charity  of  their  friends;  while  the  lazy  idlers,  if 
any  such  there  be,  will  find  fault,  and,  want  every  luxury  furnished  them 
for  their  joiirriey,  and  in  the  Grid,  pay  nothing:  ThO  P(:i  [it'liia!  Fund  Will 
help  no  such  idlers;  we  have  no  use  for  them,  in  the  valley;  they  had  be  t- 
ter  stay  where  they  are;  and  if  they  think  they  can  devise  a  better  way 
of  appropriating  the  emigrating  funds,  than  we  propose,  let  them  go  to 
work,  get  the  funds,  make  the  appropriation,  set  us  a  better  pattern,  and 
we  will  follow  it;  and  by  that  time  we  are  confident  they  will  have  means 
of  their  own,  and  will  need  no  help. 

Brother  Hunter  will  return  all  the  funds  to  this  place,  next  season, 
when  the  most  judicious  course  will  be  pursued  to  convert  all  the  cattle 
and  means  into  cash,  that  the  same  may  be  sent  abroad  as  speedily  as 
possible  on  another  mission,  together  with  all  that  we  can  raise  besides 
to  add  to  it;  and  we  anticipate  the  Saints  at  Potawatomic  and  in  the  States, 
will  increase  the  funds  by  all  possible  means,  the  coming  winter,  so  that 
our  agent  may  return  with  a  large  company. 

The  few  thousands  we  send  out  by  our  agent,  at  this  time,  is  like  a 
grain  of  mustard  seed,  in  the  earth;  we  send  it  forth  into  the  world,  and 
among  the  Saints,  a  good  soil;  and  wc  expect  it  will  grow  and  flourish, 
and  spread  abroad,  in  a  few  weeks,  so  that  it  will  cover  England,  cast  its 
shadow  on  Europe;  and  in  process  of  time  compass  the  whole  earth:  thatJ ' 
is  to  say,  these  funds  are  designed  to  increase  until  Israel  is  gathered  from 
all  nations,  and  the  poor  can  sit  under  their  own  vine  and  inhabit  their 
own  house,  and  worship  God  in  Zion. 

If  from  any  cause,  there  should  be  a  surplus  of  funds  in  the  hands  of 
our  agent,  when  he  leaves  the  States  with  acompany,  he  will  deposite  the 
same  with  some  good  house,  subject  to  our  order,  or  bring  it  with  him  as 
wisdom  dictates.    We  remain  your  Brethren  in  the  Gospel. 

BRIGHAM  YOUNG. 
HEBER  C.  KIMBALL. 
WILLARD  RICHARDS . 

MINUTES  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE,  HELD 
AT  GREAT  SALT  LAKE  CITY,  DESERET  Oct.,  6th.  1849. 

Present.    Of  the  First  Presidency,  Brigham  Young,  Ilcber  C.  Kimball,  W.  Wichaxds. 

Patriarch:  John  Smith.  Of  the  Twelve  Apostles.  P.  P.  Pratt,  J.  Taylor,  C.  C.  Rich, 
Lorenzo  Snow,  Erastus  Snow,  and  F.  D.  Richards.  Of  the  Presidency  of  the  Stake,  Daniel 
Spencer  and  Willard  Snow.  Of  the  High  Council,  Isaac  Morley,  Henry  G.  Sherwood, 
Kleater  Miller,  Levi  Jackman,  John  Vance,  TitU3  Billings,  E  D.  Woolley,  Wm.  W.  Major, 
Ira  Eldridge  and  Eliaha  H.  Groves.  Presidency  of  the  Seventies;  Levi  W.  Hancock, 
Zit.i  Pulzipher  and  Jededinh  M.  Grant.  High  Priests  Quorum  ;  John  Younc,  Reynolds 
Cahoon  and  George  B.  Wallace.  Of  the  Elders  Quorum  ;  John  Nebeker.  Cicrk  of  the 
Conference  ;  Thomas  Bullock. 

The  Conference  wan  called  to  order  by  President  Daniel  Spencer,  when  the  choir  sung  the 
Jubilee  hymn  ;  prayer  by  President  H.  C.  Kimball  ;  singing  by  the  choir. 

Frest.  II.  C.  Kimball,  then  addressed  the  Conference,  and  stated,  there  in  much  business 
to  be  done,  which  will  be  beneficial  to  all  ;  and  in  which  nil  are  equally  interested.  We 
are  all  of  the  same  family;  wc  have  one  God  and  one  Savior,  therefore  the  business  interests 
everyone  ;  this  ought  to  be  thought  of,  more  than  it  is.  Wc  have  espoused  ill  is  cause  to 
eontinue  in  it  through  life,  and  through  all  eternities.  This  world  is  only  jp.v  secone  estate, 
nnd  if  I  continue  faithful  in  it,  it,  will  be  £lorv  < ■  v- rl ? i> .  to  all  Hrrnily,    \\t>*i\  ihe  ffork^ 


.  of  Abraham  on  these  matters.  We  want  to  feci  for  the  welfare,  not  only  of  this  people,  hut  of 
all  the'inhabitahts  of  the  earth.  Slmll  we  debar  one  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  world 
of  what  we  have  obtained.  How  should  we  Tee!  if  they  had  received  it  and  would  not  commit 
it  to  us.  We  want  this  people  to  take  an  interest  with  us  in  bearing  olftbc  Kingdom  to  all 
the  nations  .of  the  earth.  The  time  is  coihe  when  some  of  the  twelve,  and  others  of  the 
Elde-Vs,  will  have  to, go.  •  lhnv  do  you  feci  on  tho  subject,  yc  elders  of  Israel-  You. ought 
to  hive  your  hearts  prepared  and  ue  ready  to  go  ;  know  ye  not  that  God  established  thia 
work  by,  Joseph  Smith,  his  Prophet;  and  diall  we  become  like  drones  in  the  House  ot  Israel. 
2  say  no.    Let  us  arise  and  shake  ourselves,  and  make  our  election  sure. 

Elder  John  Taybr  then  arose- and  said' ;  We  have  met  to  conief  together  upon  the  things 
pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  shall  hive  to  attend  to  the  interests  of  thousands  who 
are  not  here  &c.  \%c.  There  is  something  different  in  our  religion,  to  any  others,  for  cur 
covenants  are  all  eternal  ;  they  u it  lay  hold  of  eternity  ,  although  our  bodies  may  slumber  in 
the  grave,  our  spirits  go  into  another  existence,  and  we  go  to  possess  a  glory  that  has  been 
revealed  to  us,  [we  have  a  knowledge  pertaining  to  our  children,  and  our  children's  children^ 
through  worlds  without  end.  If  wo  have  got  to  be  Kings  and  l'riests  to  the  Most  :High>  G<>6% 
We  have  to  become  rulers  ;  and  those  who  do  not  know  how  to  rule,  will  he  in  a  poor  place  i 
Jllgy  Will  be  ginj|Jar  tr>'  ^ISgjgQ]!  ffi\  {\\<\  hdjind.  of  F,jba,  Falling  HlS  tlMc  M  1$  [impf'ro/,-  but 
having, n't  one  tortile  over,  ftjj  ye  eiderj  of  Israel,  reincinbof,  there'  art1  kings  Will  i  ri<  ;.t:  j 
now  setting  on  thrones,  who,  if 'they  only  knew,  would  be  glad  to  exchange  situations  with 
you,  and  go  and  preach  the  Gospel.-  I  believe,  in  a  very  short  time,  the  Elders  of  Israel  will 
come  with  their  hat  in  hand,  suiting  the  action  to  the  word,  to  President  .Young  and  want  to 
go  on  missions  ;  and  I  will  say,  Sir,  if  you  want  fifty  men  to  go  now,  they  arc  on  hand  to 
go,  &c. 

.  'President  Brigbam  Young  gave  some  instructions  about  fixing  the  P.owery,  »Vc,  and  said 
I  fell  happy  for  this  shelter  from  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  the  blasts  of  winter  ;  1  fc.ej  well 
in  my  mind,  my  heart  is  like  the  chariot  of  Aminidab,  fulj  of  joy  ;  I  realize  we, ought  to  bear 
off  the  Kingdom  to  the  nations  of  the  earth  ;  this  people  as  a  Whole,  are  a  good  people,  and 
I.  shall  seek  to  do  the ui  good,  and  bring  forth  salvation  to  the  whole  House  of  Israel,  for  I 
want  to  see  Zion  built  up.  , 

The  Choir  sung  a  hymn.    Benediction  by  Elder  C.  C.  Rich.    Adjourned  for  one  hour. 
-  Half  past  one  o'clock,  P.  M.    Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  opened  in 
the  usual  manner.  •  V 

„  Prest.  H.  C.  Kimball  rose  to  present  some  items  of  business,  the  first  of  which  is,  to  raise 
funds  to  bring  the  poor  to  this  place.  Most  of  you  are  aware  of  the  covenant  made  by  the 
Saints  in  the  Temple,  in  Nauvoo  ;  that  we  would  not  cease  our  cpperatic-n  until  we  had 
brought  the  poor  to  this  valley;  or  those  th-it:wanted  to  come.  We  are  hero,  and  arc  health}', 
and  have,  plenty  to  eat,  drink,  and  to  do  ;  and  I  prophecy  you  sh.nll  never  have  less,  while 
vtiii  live.  Shall  we  fulfill  that  covenant,  or  shall  we  not.  The  vote  \v;is  unan'mous  to 
fulfil  that  covenant.  Now  let  every  mi in  and  woman  lake  hold,  and  doni  send  yrur  . agent 
to  the  states  with  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  then  you  will  cause  a  day  of  rejoicing 
among  the  poor  in  Illinois. 

It.  was  motioned  tint  we  raise  a  fund  to  bring  the  poor  to  this  place  ;  Carried. 

It  was  motioned  that  there  be  a  committee  of  five  appointed  to  raise  lunds,  to  send 
back  to  gather  up  the  poor;  Carr'ed.  That  Willard  Snow.  John  S.  Fulrner,  Lrrrnzo 
Snow,  J<  hn  D.  Lee  and  Fr  nllin  D.  R  cla  ds.  le  the  CcnnitWo;  C  nrrird.  'I  bat 
Edward  Hunter  carry  the  funds  back  to  the  States,  buy  cattle,  take  the  oversight  of  the 
property,  and  bring  the  poor  to  this  place  ;  Carried.  That  Elders  Arr.asa  Lyn  an  and 
Charles  C.  Rich,  be  appointed  to  gather  up  funds  in  California,  as  agents  for  the  perpetual 
fund  ;  Carried.  Elder  John  Taylor  motioned,  that  the  whole  business  pertaining  to  the  Per- 
petual  Emigrating  Fund  for  the  p'or.  be  under  the  direction  of  the  First  Presidency  ;  Car- 
ried. Moved  tint  Elder  Charles  C.  Rich  go  on  a  mission  to  Western  Cnlifi  rnin,  and  nscM 
Elder  Amasa  Lyman  in  tiro  duties  of  his  office  ;  to  sue  need  Elder  Lymm  when  he  returns 
here  ;  to  receive  tithing  and  d  motions  in  behalf  of  the  church  ;  nnd  to  perform  ^11  oth<  r  duties 
as  an  Aposll  -  of  the  Church  of  Jesns  Christ  r>f  L^ftcT  Dav  Saints. ;  Carried.  Mrvi  d  that  El- 
der Addison  Pratt;  James  Brown  and  Hiram  H.  Blnckwoll,  pO  to  the  Sooie'y  Islands,  lc  preach 
tlie  Gosnel ;  Corried.  Moticned  'lint  L'Trnr.o  Sn' w  ar.d  .Joseph  Trr<  ntc  go  en  mis  uns  to 
Italy.  That EraMiis  Sriow  tend  Prior  Hnnsrn,  go  rn  missions  to  De'iirhirk.  That  Jrpeph 
W.  Johnson  and  J  otfoph  W. t  YfUing  g"*  on  missions  to  Fn?'and.  Thi't  J<  lin  Tn\  lor  <_'orn  a 
mission  to  France  '•  That  Curtis  E.,BHt/in  go  with  Elder  Taylor  on  his  n  issu  n  to  France. 
a"d  Tha*  Ftfane.'H  M'.  Pomcrey  go  with  Elder  Rich  on  his  mission  to  Western  California.— 
All  carried  unani  'I'nsh. 

.  Pres.  Young  tin  n  remarked^  tint,  v  hop  the  Twelve  fro  ntvorwl  in  any  notion,  llioy  flic— 
t't.e  the  nffairs  of  the  Clvnrrh  'here',  11  e  -  rn  e  r=  1  (V  ]*t  re.  T  le  (  r<  uiry  may  1  e  n.rde,  can 
7,-rr  n/->  Snow  dictate . -in  v  where  1  til.  in  Italy  ;  Yes  :  The  Tve've  dictate  in  all  the  world,  and 
«' 'id '  Id- wliero  thev  pVnse,  ami  as  the^' derm  wisdom.  We  have  pppr.in'ed  T,ort  1170  and 
Eristltfl  Sncw,  to  certain  nissii  ns,  have  they  any  rpht  to  go  rny  V  lierr  rise  ;  Yi  s  ;  I  wisli 
t'l  ■•/  weuld  rprn  the  door  to  eYorv  rintirn  rn  (lie  earth  ;  nnd  if  nfi  ApcslTe  k  rs  nnv  ene  pre- 
f  "irnT  to  be  ~n  Eldi  r  in  'he  Church,  rnd  bringing  diof  race  on  the  Priest lit'«  d,  he  has  authori- 
ty ti  silence  him.  demand  his  Vcrrtrf  nrdcuthim  rfTfr'in  tlie  Church. 

Mevrd  »h«'t  FrrrHin  F.  1  'lrn>  rr  rr  a  n  in.i' n  '  to  Ffclfrr':  erd  crrr'f c'  — 
M->ved  tint  Joh  Sp  'ih  re  r«  ri  iv-ir'pVn  to  FiiginKd  :  entricd.  Rloyrd  tbnt  Ifa<bn  W.  CliureK 
an  m  t  tni^sir n  to  Fnjlflnj'd :  cmvi'd.  Mrved  that  I?nnc  Mpr'py^  (  hnlos  fhvn  way  ard 
So'h  Trut,  bo  tlie  men  to  take  the  Presidency  of  the  Settlement  in  the  S;:ndoi1ch  valley  :  car- 
ried. 

P^es!.  II.  C.  Kimball  then  uviuc  xoce.  pointed  icmtirks  on  the  propriety  of  classif;  irjj  the 


